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Vasa Lutheran Church 

Patches of Godlight 

March 6, 2019       Ash Wednesday 
 

OPENING LITURGY FOR HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER   ...................... (page 2) 
 

INVITATION to LENT 

L:  In Old Testament days, ashes were often used as a mark of repentance.  We read 

of individuals or groups of people putting on sackcloth and using ashes as a sign of 

personal repentance.  The sign of the ashes was to portray the inward sorrow or 

repentance that a person felt for their sinfulness. In sorrow and repentance they 

came before God seeking his mercy and asking his forgiveness. 
 

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

C: God's mercy endures forever. 

L:  We come from many families to worship God as one family of God.  

C: Remembering our covenant, we come in faithfulness. 

L:  We come to mark the beginning of the season of Lent.  

C: We come to remember through ashes and prayer.  

L:  We come to break bread together. 

C: We come to receive the cup in Christ’s name. 

L:  Come then, let us renew ourselves as we worship together.  

C: Let us worship God! 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that 

these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so we may 

remember that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

L: For all the times we fail to do what we know is right, 

C: We are sorry, Lord. 

L:  For all the times we do what we know is wrong, 

C:  We are sorry, Lord. 

L: For all the times we fail to love each other, 

C:  We are sorry, Lord. 

L:  For all the times we fail to love you, 

C:  We are sorry, Lord.  

Forgive us, and give us clean hearts. 
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IMPOSITION of ASHES 

 Those who desire to receive ashes on their foreheads may come forward.  If you 

wish to receive the ashes on your hand please hold it out when you approach.  After 

the imposition, you may return to your seat. 
 

EVENING HYMN  JOYOUS LIGHT OF HEAVENLY GLORY          page 3 

(To be sung during the imposition of ashes.) 
 

L:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

C:  That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

L:  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

C:  Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

L:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life.  Amen 
 

PRAYER of the DAY    

P: Lord of stories, Jesus taught us through stories and the wisdom of the 

shared word. Teach us through the stories we hear this night, that we may 

learn, grow, and love. For the sake of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen  
 

EVENING THANKSGIVING found on page 4 
 

PSALMODY SONG found on pages 4 through 7 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 3:1-6  Moses was keeping the flock of his father-

in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came 

to Horeb, the mountain of God.  2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 

flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed.  3 Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 

see why the bush is not burned up."  4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside 

to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  
5 Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 

on which you are standing is holy ground."  6 He said further, "I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid 

his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to  Luke 15:4-7  
4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  5 

When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  6 And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep that was lost.'  7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 

need no repentance. 
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The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Story: The Stray Lamb from "Stories for the Journey" a compilation of stories 

gathered by William R. White.  
 

FROM LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM: How people are to be taught to confess: 
 

L: What is confession? 

C: Confession consists of two parts. One is that we confess our sins. The 

other is that we receive the absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor 

as from God himself and by no means doubt but firmly believe that our sins 

are thereby forgiven before God in heaven. 
 

L: Which sins is a person to confess? 

C: Before God one is to acknowledge the guilt for all sins, even those of 

which we are not aware, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer. However, before the 

pastor we are to confess only those sins of which we are aware and which 

trouble us. 
 

L: Which sins are these? 

C: Luther teaches in the Small Catechism: Here reflect on your walk of life in 

light of the Ten Commandments: whether you are father, mother, son, 

daughter, master, mistress, servant; whether you have been disobedient, 

unfaithful, lazy, whether you have harmed anyone by word or deed; 

whether you have stolen, neglected, wasted, or injured anything. 
 

THE ANNUNCIATION and THE MAGNIFICAT  from pages 8 and 9 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 
 

In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 

Amen. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen 

Amen. 
 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen      
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION: We will receive Jesus’ body and blood by 

kneeling at the communion rail this evening. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are 

available for those with dietary restrictions.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us 

who brought nothing, turning our emptiness into joy. Filled with your 

abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of reconciliation, mending 

broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among all people, 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

FINAL BLESSING from page 12 
 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

OFFERING: You may leave your offering envelope in the plates placed at the front 

of the center aisle. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 

David Broin, Evans Josephson, and Scott Sorenson(son of Sterling & Sharyn) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT VASA 

 

March 13: Lenten worship and communion with the 

singing of Holden Evening Prayer begins immediately 

following the Community Dinner in the Fellowship 

Room at the Lutheran Center. 

 

March 17: First Holy Communion Class 10:30 AM 

 

April 14: Palm Sunday 9 AM in the Sanctuary 

 

April 18: Maundy Thursday Service 7 PM in the 

church sanctuary. Foot washing, 5th Grade First 

Communion and the stripping of the altar occur as a 

part of this worship service. 

 

April 19: Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 PM 

in the church sanctuary. This solemn service includes 

reading the Passion Story from the gospel of John, as 

well as stripping the altar and draping the church furnishings in black. 
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April 21: Easter Sunday 9AM in the Sanctuary 

 

April 25-26: 8-Mile Rummage and Bake Sale 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: 

Information on electronic giving to Vasa Lutheran Church is on the table near the 

door of the gym today. If you are interested in using this method of giving instead of 

using weekly offering envelopes, please fill out the “Authorization Form” attached to 

the information and bring it to the Church Office. Thanks for your consideration of 

this giving option. CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

VASA MUSEUM - SAVE THE DATES 

Root Beer Floats Thursday, July 4 

Swedish Pancake Breakfast Saturday, Oct. 26  

Additional details will be forthcoming. 

 

VASA & WELCH 8-Mile RUMMANGE & BAKE SALE 

Thursday, April 25 Noon to 7 PM 

Friday, April 26 8 AM to 4 PM 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

This group meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship 

Room.  For additional information contact Jeannette Anderson. 

 

SUMMER CAMP: Good Earth Village Summer Camp 

2019 registration is now open!. Contact Pastor Maureen 

if you have questions about the camp or if you would 

like to apply for a scholarship. More info: 

http://goodearthvillage.org/  

 

 

MUSIC: Two music opportunities at VASA please join us! 

 

• Tuesday evenings is the Children’s Music Night. For grades 

K-5, starting at 5:30 pm with hand chimes and a children’s 

choir. Missy McCann will be the primary instructor and 

director with Pastor Maureen assisting. The first practice will 

begin on Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 5:30 pm. 

 

 

http://goodearthvillage.org/
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• Wednesday evenings, under the guidance of Austin Ferguson, is the adult choir. The 

first practice is Wednesday, Feb. 27th at 7:15 pm. 

 

At the end of eight weeks of practice the two groups will perform at the Palm 

Sunday service on April 14th and the Easter Sunday service on April 21st. 

 

HELP A VETERAN: Everyone, with so much mail coming and going now, 

please save your cancelled stamps! Rosann will package them up and send 

them off to the Veterans Association in Arizona. Then they will be sorted, 

trimmed and packaged in small amounts. This aids Vets with coordination, 

math, and penmanship problems. Place then in envelopes in back of the 

church or at the Lutheran Center. Thanks, Rosann Pearson 

 

DIRECT DOLLARS: Help Vasa Lutheran Church earn 

$1,000 through the Direct Your Dollars program!  

We’re collecting receipts from any FamilyFare store. Drop your 

receipts off at the Vasa Lutheran Church or at the Vase Lutheran 

Center. Thank you in advance for all your support! 

Update total is $19,755.  

 

CAUTION! An orange cone has been placed on the East side of the Church’s parking lot 

to identify a two-inch heave in the sidewalk. Please use caution when walking in this 

area.  
 

 

 

 

 

P: Vasa Office 651-258-4327 

E: vasalutheran@sleepyeyetel.net 

W: www.vasalutheran.org 

FB: www.facebook.com/Vasa-Lutheran-Church 

Pastor Maureen Hagen 

         P: 507-251-5270 
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Lenten Series: Patches of Godlighti 
 

Lenten worship in 2019 will officially begin on Ash Wednesday, March 6th with 7:00 worship in 
the church sanctuary. As is our practice this service will include the imposition of ashes. 

 
For the five Wednesday evenings that follow we will hold Lenten worship in the Lutheran 
Center at 6:30. Our theme is Patches of Godlight. Each evening we will sing Holden Evening 
Prayer, pausing in the middle to hear some Scripture and an inspirational story.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: Lord of stories, Jesus taught us through stories and the wisdom 
of the shared word. Teach us through your stories, that we may learn, grow, and 

love. For the sake of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. (Prayer of the day for Feb 17, 
2019) 
 
Stories for the Journey is a compilation of stories collected by William R. White. Published by 

Augsburg in 1988 
Stories of Faith and Faithfulness – Ash Wednesday, March 6 

Exodus 3:1-6 
Luke 15:4-7 
The Stray Lamb page 34 
 

Stories of Love and Forgiveness – March 13 
I Corinthians 8 
Compassion pages 55-56 
 

Stories of Prayer and Worship – March 20 

Mark 2:23-28 or Luke 6:1-5 (same story, different 

gospel) 
Exodus 20:8-11 or Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
Three Sabbaths pages 64-66 
 

Stories of Community and Hospitality – March 27 

Luke 10:25-37 
Stone Soup pages 70-73 
 

Stories of Justice and Courage – April 3 
Luke 19:1-10 
Ruth and Tobias pages 91-93 
 

Stories of Simplicity and Discipleship – April 10 
Matthew 12:9-14 or Luke 14:1-6 (different stories w/ similar teaching intent) 

Soap and Religion page 99 

                                                 
i This phrase is the title of a book by Jan Karon. Ms. Karon compiled many quotes as 

she researched and prepared to write the Mitford Series of books with Father Tim, 

the Episcopal priest in Mitford. She writes in the introduction that the phrase comes 

from the writings of C.S. Lewis.  


